The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman

Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Susan Collins

Chairman

Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Hal Rogers
Chairman

House Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart

Chairman

House Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20515

March 7, 2016

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski
Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jack Reed

Ranking Member

Senate Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Nita Lowey

Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable David Price

Ranking Member

House Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Cochran, Rogers, Collins and Diaz-Balart and Ranking Members Mikulski, Lowey, Reed and

Price:

As you prepare the Transportation-HUD appropriations bill for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017, we write to respectfully
request that the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program is funded at or
above the FY2016 level of $500 million and that the Federal Transit Administration’s Capital Investment Grants
program is funded at the FAST Act authorization level of $2.3 billion.

Local and regional governments generate nearly three-quarters of U.S. gross domestic product, represent two-
thirds of the nation's population, and account for 95 percent of all public transportation passenger miles traveled.
Yet, our local jurisdictions receive less than 10% of the federal highway program's funding. The incredibly
popular TIGER grant program is one of the only ways that local communities can apply directly for and secure
funds from the federal government for priority transportation projects. The TIGER competition spurs innovation,
leverages federal funding far greater than what’s available through formula programs, and awards funding to

projects that provide a high-return on investment.

Year after year, the demand for TIGER far exceeds the amount of funding available. In 2015, the U.S.
Department of Transportation (USDOT) received 627 applications requesting more than $10.1 billion in funding,
which was 20 times the amount available. Since its creation in 2009, TIGER has made critical investments in
multimodal projects in every state in the nation, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

Likewise, the transit Capital Investment Grants program (i.e. New Starts, Small Starts, Core Capacity) is the
federal government’s primary resource for supporting locally-planned, major transit capital investments. The
program has facilitated the creation of new or extended public transportation systems across the country.

Under this program, FTA awards grants on a competitive basis for large projects that cannot traditionally be
funded from a transit agency’s annual formula funds, such as new fixed guideway systems, including heavy rail
(subway), light rail, streetcars, or bus rapid transit. Projects are encouraged to leverage public-private-
partnerships. Recognizing the importance of this program, Congress increased its authorization by $400 million in

FY2016 in the FAST Act.

Both the TIGER and Capital Investment Grants programs complement DOT’s traditional formula-based
programs. Both programs provide unique, cost-effective, and innovative solutions that leverage private, state, and
local investment to solve complex transportation opportunities and spur economic development.

Thank you for considering these critical programs, which invest in our nation’s infrastructure, create jobs for

American workers, and boost our regional economies.



Sincerely,

State of Alabama

The Honorable Patsy Parker
Mayor

Town of Perdido Beach, AL

Greg White
Chairman
Southern Rail Commission

Jon Broadway
Founding Member
Montgomery Transportation Coalition

State of Alaska

The Honorable Ethan Berkowitz
Mayor

City of Anchorage, AK

State of Arkansas

The Honorable Harold Perrin
Mayor

City of Jonesboro, AR

State of California

Tilly Chang

Executive Director

San Francisco County Transportation
Authority

Jeff Hobson
Deputy Director

TransForm
City of Oakland, CA

State of Colorado

The Honorable Lynn Horner
Mayor

City of La Junta, CO

Becky English
Co-Founder, Swift Tram
City of Boulder CO

The Honorable Vaughn Stewart
Mayor
City of Anniston, AL

Kevin Harrison

Director, Transportation Planning
South Alabama Regional Planning
Commission

Lawrence Finn

Board Member

Rock Region Metro

City of North Little Rock, AR

Kathleen Ferrier
Executive Director
Circulate San Diego
City of San Diego CA

JoAnne Lauer
Co-Founder
Bike Walk Castro Valley

Will Toor
Transportation Program Director
Southwest Energy Efficiency Project



State of Connecticut

Lyle Wray

Executive Director

Capitol Region Council of Governments

Jerry Silber

Founder

People Friendly Stamford
Stamford, CT

State of Delaware
James Wilson
Executive Director
Bike Delaware

District of Columbia

Stewart Schwartz

Executive Director

Coalition for Smarter Growth
Washington D.C.

State of Florida

The Honorable Andrew Gillum
Mayor

City of Tallahassee, FL

The Honorable Marni Sawicki
Mayor
City of Cape Coral, FL

Daniel Knickelbein
Transportation Planner
Broward Metropolitan Planning
Organization

Monty Selim
President, Selim Consulting
Jacksonville FL

State of Georgia

Jim Durrett

Executive Director

Buckhead Community Improvement
District

City of Atlanta, GA

Max Tanguay-Colucci
Regional Planner

Naugatuck Valley Council of
Governments

The Honorable Ashton Hayward
Mayor
City of Pensacola, FL

Darla Letourneau

Member of the Steering Committee
Bike Walk Lee County

Lee County, FL

Michael Maurino

Director, Government Relations
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce,
Tampa, FL

Kimberly Overman

President

Business Guild of Seminole Heights
Tampa FL

Timothy Denson
President

Athens for Everyone
City of Athens, GA



Angela Steedley
President

The Steedley Firm
City of Athens, GA

State of Hawaii

Saman Dias

Chair

Maui Bicycling League

State of Idaho
Shannon Grow
Transit Manager
Lewiston Transit
City of Lewiston, ID

State of Illinois

The Honorable Chris Koos
Mayor

Town of Normal, IL

Bruce Knight
Planning and Development Director
City of Champaign, IL

Rick Harnish
Executive Director
Midwest High Speed Rail Association

Scott Bernstein

President

Center for Neighborhood Technology
City of Chicago. IL

Zoe Keller

Transportation Planner
Champaign County Planning
Commission

City of Urbana, IL

Cynthia Jarrold

Federal Policy Coordinator
Transportation Equity Network
City of Chicago IL

Lee Chamberlin
West Maui Green Way Alliance
Lahaina, HI

Jason Anderson
Economic Development Director
City of Rochelle, Illinois

Peter Skosey
Executive Vice President
Metropolitan Planning Council, Chicago

Leanne Redden

Executive Director

Regional Transportation Authority of
Northeastern Illinois

City of Chicago, IL

Kyle Whitehead

Campaign Director

Active Transportation Alliance
City of Chicago, IL

Karl Gnadt

Managing Director, Champaign-Urbana
Mass Transit District

City of Urbana IL

Meghan Cole
Executive Director
Carbondale Main Street
City of Carbondale IL



Cynthia Hoyle
President

Hoyle Consulting
City of Urbana, IL

State of Indiana

The Honorable James Brainard
Mayor

City of Carmel, IN

Brent Shull
Manager, Town of Hamilton
Town of Hamilton, IN

Lori Kaplan

Executive Director

Central Indiana Regional Transportation
Authority

City of Indianapolis, IN

Kim Irwin

Executive Director
Health by Design

City of Indianapolis, IN

Leslie Webb

President

Carmel Green Imitative
City of Carmel, IN

Shoshanna Spector

Executive Director

Indianapolis Congregation Action
Network

City of Indianapolis, IN

State of lowa

Hillary Hershner

Regional Planner

Corridor Metropolitan Planning
Organization

State of Kansas

The Honorable Janet Doll
Mayor

City of Garden City, KS

Matt Davidson

Business Development Director, Central
and Southeastern Illinois

Farnsworth Group

City of Champaign, IL

Mark Fisher

Vice President of Government Relations
& Policy Development

Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce

Anthony R. Mason
President & CEO
Indianapolis Urban League
City of Indianapolis, IN

Molly Wilkinson Chavers
Executive Director
IndyHub

Andy Frazier

Executive Director

Indiana Association for Community
Economic Development

City of Indianapolis, IN

Tim Maloney

Senior Policy Director

Hoosier Environmental Council
City of Indianapolis, IN



Commonwealth of Kentucky
Dowell Hoskins-Squier

Commissioner, Environmental Quality

& Public Works
Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Government

City of Lexington, KY

State of Louisiana

Rachel DiResto

Executive Vice President
Center for Planning Excellence
City of Baton Rouge, LA

Matthew Hendrickson
Advocacy Program Coordinator
Ride New Orleans

City of New Orleans, LA

Nancy Curry

President

Federation of Greater Baton Rouge
Civic Associations

City of Baton Rouge, LA

State of Maryland

The Honorable Gee Williams
Mayor

Town of Berlin, MD

Brian O’Malley

President & CEO

Central Maryland Transportation
Alliance

City of Baltimore MD

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Richard Dimino

President and CEO

A Better City

City of Boston MA

Richard Byers
Chairman

Merrimack Valley Planning Commission

Town of North Andover, MA

David Coyte
President
Coalition for the Advancement of

Regional Transportation
City Louisville, KY

Michael Hecht
President and CEO
Great New Orleans Inc.
City of New Orleans LA

Mike Airhart

Executive Director/CEO
Capital Area Finance Authority
City of Baton Rouge, LA

Andrea Lowe

President & CEO

A & E Enterprise Management LLC
City of La Place, LA

Dru Schmidt-Perkins
President & CEO

1000 Friends of Maryland
City of Baltimore MD

Rich Hall

Executive Director

Citizens Planning & Housing
Association

City of Baltimore, Maryland

Kristina Egan
Director
Transportation for Massachusetts



State of Michigan
Suzanne Moreno

Director of Financial Services
City of Romulus, MI

John Lindenmayer

Executive Director

League of Michigan Bicyclists
City of Lansing, MI

Adelyn VanTol

Community Organizer

Disability Advocates of Kent County
City of Grand Rapids, MI

State of Minnesota

James Erkel

Land Use and Transportation Director
Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy

City of St. Paul, MN

William Schroeer
Executive Director
East Metro Strong
City of St. Paul, MN

State of Mississippi

The Honorable Knox Ross
Mayor

Town of Pelahatchie, MS

The Honorable Percy Bland
Mayor
City of Meridian, MS

The Honorable Harry J. Blevins
Mayor
City of Pascagoula, MS

State of Missouri

The Honorable Sly James
Mayor

City of Kansas City, MO

Elizabeth Treutel Callin
Policy Associate
Michigan Environmental Council

Theresa Roach

Communications & Outreach Manager
Crim Fitness Foundation

City of Flint, MI

Michael Lamb
Founder

Friends of WALLY
City of Howell, MI

Barb Peterson

Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate
Council

City of Duluth, Minnesota

Jessica Treat

Executive Director

Transit for Livable Communities
City of St. Paul, MN

The Honorable George Flaggs Jr.
Mayor
City of Vicksburg, MS

The Honorable Les Fillingame
Mayor
City of Bay St. Louis, MS



State of Montana

Jessica Morriss

Transportation Planning Manager
Missoula Metropolitan Planning
Organization

City of Missoula, MT

Matthew Rohrbach
Advisory Board Member
Bike Walk Bitterroot
City of Hamilton, MT

State of Nebraska

Jonnie Kusek

Transit Director

Panhandle Trails Intercity Public Transit
City of Alliance, NE

State of New Hampshire
The Honorable Jack Blalock
Mayor, City of Portsmouth
City of Portsmouth, NH

State of New Jersey

The Honorable J. Christian Bollwage
Mayor

City of Elizabeth, NJ

Peter Kasabach
Executive Director
New Jersey Future

Naiima Fauntleroy
Grants Analyst
City of East Orange, NJ

State of New Mexico

The Honorable Wayne Hancock
Chairman

Dona Ana County Commission and
South Central Regional Transit District
City of Las Cruces, NM

Michael Bulloch
Downtown Coordinator
City of Farmington, NM

Corey Aldridge

General Manager

Missoula Urban Transportation District
City of Missoula, MT

James Kirkos

President/CEO

Meadowlands Regional Chamber
City of Rutherford, NJ

Roger Heitmann

Treasurer

Riverview Neighborhood Association,
Inc.

City of Jersey City, NJ

Chris Green

Trustee

New Mexico Chapter of the American
Society of Landscape Architects



State of New York
Jennifer Dotson
Executive Director
Ithaca Carshare
City of Ithaca, NY

Justin Booth
Executive Director
GObike Buffalo
City of Buffalo, NY

Dominick Calsolaro
Citizens for Public Transportation

City of Albany NY

State of North Carolina

The Honorable William V. "Bill" Bell

Mayor
City of Durham, NC

The Honorable Bonnor Gaylord
Councilman
City of Raleigh, NC

State of Ohio
Caitlin Johnson

Ohio Organizing Collaborative
City of Cleveland, OH

State of Oregon

The Honorable Craig Dirksen
Councilor

Metro

The Honorable Steve Novick
Commissioner
City of Portland, OR

Todd Juhasz
Principal Transportation Planner
City of Beaverton OR

Dottie Gallagher-Cohen
President & CEO

Buffalo Niagara Partnership
City of Buffalo, NY

Gary Cremeens

Project Associate

Cornell University Transportation
Services

City of Ithaca, NY

Jim Prosser

Executive Director

Centralina Council of Governments
City of Charlotte NC

Karen Rindge
Executive Director
Wake UP Wake County
City of Raleigh NC

The Honorable Mark Gamba
Mayor
City of Milwaukie, OR

Leah Treat

Director

Portland Bureau of Transportation
City of Portland, OR

Brenda Wilson
Executive Director
Lane Council of Governments



Aurora Jackson
General Manager
Lane Transit District
City of Eugene, OR

Sarah DeVita-McBride

Oregon & SW Washington Manager
Urban Land Institute

City of Portland OR

Charles Tso

Assistant Transportation Planner
DSK Associates

City of Portland, OR

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Geoffrey Knight

Planning Director

City of Harrisburg, PA

State of Rhode Island

John Flaherty

Deputy Director, Grow Smart RI
City of Providence RI

Johnathan Berard
Rhode Island State Director
Clean Water Action

State of South Dakota

The Honorable Gloria Hanson
Mayor, City of Fort Pierre
City of Fort Pierre, SD

State of Tennessee

The Honorable Madeline Rogero
Mayor

City of Knoxville, TN

Jennifer Roche

Government Affairs Director
Knoxville Area Association of Realtors
City of Knoxville TN

DJ Vogt
Vice President, Government Affairs
Oregon Business Association

Stephen Adams
Association of Oregon Rail and Transit

Advocates
City of Portland OR

Lydia Yoder

Project Coordinator
GTech Strategies
City of Pittsburgh PA

Everett Stuart

Vice Chair

Rhode Island Association of Railroad
Passengers

Ralph Schulz

President & CEO

Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce
City of Nashville TN

Tommy Bragg

Chairman of the Board

Transit Alliance of Middle Tennessee
City of Nashville TN



John Paul Shaffer
Program Director
Livable Memphis
City of Memphis, TN

State of Utah

Jerry Benson

Interim President & CEO
Utah Transit Authority

State of Vermont

Christopher Parker

Executive Director

Vermont Rail Action Network
City of Putney VT

Commonwealth of Virginia
Lisa Guthrie

Executive Director

Virginia Transit Association

State of Washington

The Honorable John Marchione
Mayor

City of Redmond, WA

The Honorable Amber Waldref
Councilwoman
City of Spokane, WA

Josh Kavanagh
Director of Transportation Services
University of Washington

Freeman Anthony
Project Engineer
City of Bellingham, WA

State of Wisconsin

Ann Z. Schell

Director

Chippewa-Eau Claire MPO

Renata Soto
Executive Director
Conexion Américas
City of Nashville, TN

Callie New
Planner

Wasatch Front Regional Council
City of Salt Lake City, UT

The Honorable Debora Nelson
Councilwoman
City of Arlington, WA

Maud Daudon

President & CEO

Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce

Melinda Adams
Everett Transit
City of Everett, Washington

Shefali Ranganathan

Executive Director
Transportation Choices Coalition
City of Seattle, WA

Lewis Kuhlman
Associate Planner
City of Lacrosse WI



Tom Wagener

Transit Manager

Eau Claire Transit
City of Eau Claire, WI

State of West Virginia

The Honorable Steve Williams
Mayor

City of Huntington, WV

State of Wyoming

The Honorable Pete Rust
Mayor

City of Green River, WY

National Groups

James Corless

Director

Transportation for America

Corinne Kisner

Director of Policy and Special Projects
National Association of City
Transportation Officials

Jim Mathews

President & CEO

National Association of Railroad
Passengers

Emiko Atherton
Director
National Complete Streets Coalition

Kate Wikelius

Policy Associate

The Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights

Kenny Marable
Policy Analyst
Enterprise Community Partners

Andrea Ponsor
Federal Policy Director
Local Initiatives Support Corporation

Susan De Vos

President

Madison Bus Advocates
City of Madison WI

The Honorable Danny Jones
Mayor
City of Charleston, WV

John Olivieri

21st Century Transportation Campaign
Director

United States Public Interest Research
Group

Adriann Murawski

National Association of Realtors
State & Local Government Affairs
Representative

Caron Whitaker
Policy Director
League of American Bicyclists

Christy Kwan
Interim Executive Director
Alliance for Biking & Walking

Jesse Prentice-Dunn

Campaign Representative for the
Responsible Trade Program

The Sierra Club

Christopher Coes

Director

LOCUS: Responsible Real Estate
Developers and Investors



